
Clam gardens (or  sea gardens)
are an ancient aquaculture
innovat ion invented by the
Indigenous coastal  people to 

WHAT IS A
CLAM GARDEN?

cult ivate c lams and other species
l ike cockles ,  sea cucumbers and
even f ish to feed the people.  

Clam gardens are created by
bui ld ing rock wal ls  at  the low t ide
l ine of bays and in lets  to change
shorel ines into product ive,  f lat
beach terraces.  By construct ing
wal ls  at  specif ic t idal  heights ,
these terraces can enlarge or
create a new space for  c lams to
f lour ish.  

ON JULY 9 AND 10, KCFN WAS

JOINED BY COASTAL VOICES,

THE WARRIORS, AND AHOUSAHT

FIRST NATION TO BUILD A CLAM

GARDEN AT MALKSOPE. 

BUILDING A
CLAM GARDEN

“ W H E N  T H E  T I D E  I S  O U T  T H E  T A B L E  I S  S E T ”

AT MALKSOPE RIVER



COASTAL

VOICES
A diverse group of Indigenous

leaders ,  knowledge holders ,
scient ists  and art ists  f rom

Bri t ish Columbia and Alaska
work ing together ,  to discuss

and plan for  the profound
changes t r iggered by the

return of sea otters .



CARING FOR
THE GARDEN

L ike every garden,  a c lam garden
needs tending.  Tending helps
improve sediment qual i ty ,
maximize clam development,  and
increase the success of  c lam
recruitment.  Tending to a c lam
garden includes adding empty
shel ls ,  c lear ing large cobbles and
turning over the sediment.  

FOOD FOR

LEARNING

By rev iv ing ancient Indigenous
pract ices,  c lam  gardens serve
as important places of learning
and culture that st rengthen
community  access to
tradit ional  foods


